
The Croswell City Council met in Regular Session October 21, 2013, at the William Aitkin 

Memorial Library, 111 N. Howard Ave., Croswell, MI. Mayor McMillan called the meeting to 

order at 7:30 P.M.    

 

Present: M. McMillan, M. Willis, J. Geiger, L. Krawczyk, R. Butler 

Administration:  City Administrator Sam Moore, City Clerk Suzanne Dobson 

Guests: Paul & Ann Milletics, Cindy Fockler, Carey Bond from Fleis & Vandenbrink; Keith Kalso 

from Michigan Sugar; Margaret Whitmer Jeffersonian Reporter 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

Moment of Silence was held for Richard Bales, Cemetery Board Member since 1976. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  from the Regular Council Meeting of October 7, 2013 

Butler moved to approve the minutes of October 7, 2013 as presented, second by 

Krawczyk. Motion Carried. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS:    
None 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Add to New Business item c. Richard Bales Burial and item d. City Administrator 

Evaluation. 

 

Willis moved to approve the agenda as amended, second by Butler. Motion Carried. 

 

V. PUBLIC  HEARING – IFT APPLICATION – MICHIGAN SUGAR: 

Butler moved to open the Public Hearing for the IFT Application of Michigan Sugar at 

7:35 p.m., second by Willis. Motion Carried. 

 

Michigan Sugar Company has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption 

Certificate with respect to improve pile storage, Michigan Sugar is installing additional pile 

storage ventilation capacity at the Croswell factory piling grounds. Ventilation of sugar beets in 

storage piles is a critical to reducing storage losses and increases the opportunity for our 

grower/owner’s to receive an adequate return for their harvested crop.  

 

Keith Kalso present for any questions. 

 

Mayor McMillan stated that the public hearing will be held open. 

 

VI. N. HOWARD RD. PROJECT – ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 

Spicer Group – two invoices totaling $78,608.22 and T.R. Pieprzak payment request #3 for 

the amount of $266,647.76. 

 

Willis moved to approve the invoice for T.R. Pieprzak for the amount of $266,647.76, 

second by Butler. Motion Carried. 



 Krawczyk moved to approve the invoices for Spicer Group for the amount of $78,608.44, 

second by Geiger. Motion Carried. 

 

VII. FLEIS & VANDENBRINK – CAREY BOND – SAW GRANT & WWTP 

UPGRADE: 

Fleis & Vandenbrink Representative Carey Bond reviewed requirements for the SAW 

(Stormwater Asset Management Wastewater) Grant. 

 90% grant 

 Application due December 2
nd

 

 $97 million after that it will be lottery process 

 city labor & fringe benefits eligible for city 10% 

 televising lines 

 manhole inspections 

 smoke testing 

 GIS work 

 

Mr. Bond will be back to the November 15
th

 meeting with the official resolution and grant dollar 

request. 

 

VIII. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a. Cros-Lex Chamber of Commerce – Annual Community Spirit Award Banquet: 

Any council members interested in attending notify the City Clerk. 

 

IX. ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
- Spicer Groups issues resolved 

- Road work still on track for November 15
th

 

 

X. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORT: 
A. McMillan: No report 

B. Willis: Cement worked being rained on does that harm it? Ans: They have been 

covering the areas where the cement has been poured. 

C. Geiger: No report 

D. Krawczyk: No report 

E. Butler: No report 

 

XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
a. Sewer Repair & Replacement Fee – Resolution: 

Willis moved to table unity the City Administrator is ready to revisit, second by Butler. Motion 

Carried. 

 

XII. NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Close Public Hearing: 

Mayor McMillan asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the Michigan Sugar 

Industrial Facilities Exemption request. 

 

Geiger moved to close the public hearing at 8:00 p.m., second by Butler. 



Roll Call Vote: Geiger, yes; Butler, yes; Willis, yes; Krawczyk, yes; McMillan, yes. 5 yeas, 0 nays. 

Motion Carried. 

 

1.IFT Resolution – Michigan: 

Butler moved to adopt Resolution #10-21-2013 approving Application of Michigan Sugar 

Company for Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate to improve pile storage, Michigan Sugar 

is installing additional pile storage ventilation capacity at the Croswell factory piling grounds. 

Ventilation of sugar beets in storage piles is a critical to reducing storage losses and increases the 

opportunity for our grower/owner’s to receive an adequate return for their harvested crop, second 

by Willis. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Butler, yes; Willis, yes; Geiger, yes; Krawczyk, yes; McMillan, yes. 5 yeas, 0 nays. 

Motion Carried. 

 

RESOLUTION #10-21-2013 

 

Resolution Approving Application of Michigan Sugar Company for Industrial Facilities 

Exemption Certificate to improve pile storage, Michigan Sugar is installing additional pile storage 

ventilation capacity at the Croswell factory piling grounds. Ventilation of sugar beets in storage 

piles is a critical to reducing storage losses and increases the opportunity for our grower/owner’s to 

receive an adequate return for their harvested crop.  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed 

public hearing held on February 21, 1977, this Council by resolution established The Croswell 

Industrial Development District. 

 

WHEREAS, Michigan Sugar Company has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities 

Exemption Certificate with respect to improve pile storage, Michigan Sugar is installing additional 

pile storage ventilation capacity at the Croswell factory piling grounds. Ventilation of sugar beets 

in storage piles is a critical to reducing storage losses and increases the opportunity for our 

grower/owner’s to receive an adequate return for their harvested crop.  

 

WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City of Croswell held a hearing on 

October 21, 2013, at the Wm. Aitkin Memorial Library, 111 N. Howard St., Croswell, MI., at  

7:30 P.M. at which hearing the applicant, the assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing 

units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the pile storage ventilation updates to be purchased and/or leased had not 

begun earlier than six (6) months before October 7, 2013, the date of the acceptance of the 

application for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and 

 

WHEREAS, completion of the pile storage ventilation updates to be purchased and/or 

leased is calculated to and will at the time of issuance of the certificate have the reasonable 

likelihood to retain, create or prevent the loss of employment in the City of Croswell; and 

 



WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within 

the City of Croswell, after granting this certificate, will exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum 

of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal property thus exempted. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the City of Croswell that: 

1. The Croswell City Council finds and determines that the granting of the Industrial 

Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of 

certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the 

Public Acts of 1974 and Act No. 255 of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the 

effect of substantially impeding the operation of the City of Croswell, or impairing 

the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in 

the City of Croswell. 

2. The application of Michigan Sugar Company for an Industrial Exemption 

Certificate with respect to new machinery, equipment, furniture and building 

improvements to be acquired and installed on the following described parcel of real 

property situated within the Croswell Industrial development District, to wit: 

T10N R16E SEC 29  S 1/2 OF SE 1/4 EXC COM N 6 DEG E 832.96 FT & E 33 

FT OF SW COR OF SE 1/4  TH N 6 DEG E 485.5 FT E 95.75 FT S 157.6 FT W 

24 FT S 16.7 FT E 16.4 FT S 306.5 FT W 155 FT TO POB  ALSO EXC S 200 FT 

OF W 225 FT  ALSO EXC BIKE PATH ALONG SOUTH LINE 74.51 A. ALSO 

LOT 44 ASSESSORS PLAT EXC COM AT NE COR OF LOT 45 TH N 80 FT W 

215 FT S 162 FT E 40 FT N 82 FT E 175 FT TO POB; ALSO EXC COMM N6 D 

E 997 FT N OF SE COR OF SEC 29 AS POB, TH N 72 D W 185 FT, N17 D E 116 

FT , S 72 D E 161.35 FT TO CEN LN OF HOWARD AVE. S6 D W 118.4 FT TO 

POB. ALSO EXC COMM AT SE COR OF LOT 47, ASSESSORS PLAT AS POB 

TH N 18 D W 165.1 FT, E 28.32 FT TO W BANK OF BLACK RIVER, SLY 

ALONG RIVER TO A PT 17.67 FT E OF NLY COR OF LOT 47, S 45 D E 58.53 

FT, S 23 D E 35 FT, S 3 D W 84 FT TO POB 20.92 A. IND FAC #999-000-000-24 

TIFA DISTRICT-1985 INITIAL VALUE $611,000 

be and the same is hereby approved. 

3. The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall be and remain in 

force and effect for a period of twelve (12) years after completion. 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

I, Suzanne Dobson, City Clerk of Croswell, do hereby certify that Resolution #10-21-2013 was 

adopted by the City Council at a Regular meeting of the City Council held at the Wm. Aitkin 

Memorial Library, on the 21
st
 day of October, 2013. 

 

Vote on this Resolution,    5   members being present was as follows: 

 

AYES:    Butler, Willis, Geiger, Krawczyk, McMillan 

NAYS:    ____________________________ 

 

_________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Suzanne Dobson, CMC   Michael McMillan, Mayor 

Croswell City Clerk 



b. Parklets: Received 3 bids. 

K & B Carpentry, Bad Axe - $9,378 

Blaine Pennington, Croswell - $3,849 

North Star Kitchen, Bath & Deck, Lexington - $8,900 

 

Butler moved to award the project to the two lowest bidders of Blaine Pennington and North Star 

Kitchen, Bath & Deck and have each one build a Parklet, second by Willis. Motion Carried. 

 

c. Richard Bales burial:  

McMillan moved to waive the cemetery opening and closing fee for Richard Bales, due to his 

years of service on the Cemetery Board, second by Butler. Motion Carried. 

 

d. City Administrator Evaluation: 

Evaluation forms to be sent out to Council Members and to be turned in the Council Member 

Willis before the November 4
th

 meeting. 

 

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

XIV. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Krawczyk moved to approve the Accounts Payable for the amount of $609,168.86 and the 

bills be paid, second by Willis. Motion Carried. 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
With no further business Mayor McMillan adjourned the meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________  ______________________________ 

Suzanne Dobson, CMC    Michael McMillan, Mayor 

Croswell City Clerk 


